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were changed, convictions would more 
readily follow, and the prevention of 
crimes would be effectuated by sub- 
stituting certainly to severity, in the 
mode of punishment. The law is 
too severe for the present temper of 
the times, the progress of knowledge 
has meliorated the minds of men, 
and induced them to apportion more 
accurately the punishment to the 
crime. '1 he law should keep pace with 
this improvement, and Sir Samuel 
Romiliy deserves great praise for his 
exertions to lessen the number of 
capital punishments. Our system of 
jurisprudence is so sanguinary as to 
defeat the avowed purpose of sever- 
ity. It is only sanguinary in the let- 
ter, and is extremely lax in the ex- 
ecution. Of two evils humanity pre- 
fers to let the guilty escape, although 
offences are thus multiplied, and of- 
fenders by their frequent escapes are 
rendered more incorrigible, rather than 
punish with a severity altogether dis- 
proportioned to the offence. The 
twelve tables of the Roman law, were 
like the statutes of Draco, written 
in the characters of blood. Among 
other cruel enactments, insolvent 
debtors were punished with the great. 
est severity, but the attempt was in- 
effectual to prevent running in debt. 
The judicious remarks of Gibbon, 
on the useless *everities inflicted by 
this law, are applicable to the present 
times. 

" The advorates for this savage 
law; have insisted, that it must strongly 
operate in aetei ring idleness and Iraud, 
from contracting debts which they 
were unable to discbarge; but expe- 
rience would dissipate this salutary 
terror by proving that no creditor 
could be found to exact this unpro- 
fitable penalty of life or limb. As 
the manners of Rome were insensi- 
bly poiidied the' criminal code of 
th..' decemvirs was abolished, by the 
humanity of accusers, witnesses aiid 
judges ; and impunity became the 
consequence of immoderate rigour." 
At page 316, among the public oc- 
currences, will be found a correspon- 
dence with Sir Samuel Romiliy, on 
the subject of capital punishments. 



Commons were agreed on at a meeting; 
held the 17th inst. 

Arthur Morris, esq. high bailiff in the 
chair. 

Resolved, That we most highly ap- 
prove of Sir Francis Burden's letter to us 
his constituents, the subject being of the 
utmost importance, and the argument in- 
controvertible. 

That Sir Francis Burdett's conduct in 
calling upon the civil powtr for the pro- 
tection of his house against a military 
force, was dictated l>y prudence, know- 
ledge of, and confidence m the laws of his 
country. 

That the house of commons be called 
upon to restore to us our beloved repre- 
sentative, and to en-operate im-niediately 
with him in bis endeavours, to procure a 
fair representation of the people in parlia- 
ment. 

That the petition now read, be adopt- 
ed, that it be signed by the high bailiff 
and twenty-five electors, and delivered to 
our remaining representative the right 
honourable lord Cochrane, to be by him 
presented to the house of commons. 

That a leiter be addressed to Sir 
Francis Burdett, expressing our fun and 
entire approbation of the whole and every 
part of his conduct as auiemberof parlia- 
ment. 

That the letter now read, be adopted j 
that it be signed by eltciprs in the 
name of this meeting, and that the 
high bailiff he requested to present the 
same to Sir Francis Burdett. 

That the thanks of this meeting be 
given to our worthy representative the 
right honourable lord Cochrane, for his 
support of Sir Francis Burdett, during 
the present arduous struggle. 

That the thanks of this meeting be 
given to those independent men. hers of 
the house of commons, who have sup- 
ported the rights of the people. 

That the thanks of this meeting be 
given to Arthur Morris, esq high bailiff 
for his ready compliance with the requi- 
sition of the electors-, and for his able and 
impartial conduct in the chair. 



OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS. 

WESTMINSTER MEETING. 
The following resolutions, with an ad- 
dress to Sir Frauds Burdert," and a peti- 
tion and remonstrance to the House of 



To the honourable Ike Commons of the Uni' 

led kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 

in parliament assembled. 

The petition and remonstrance of the 
inhabitant householders, electors of the 
city and liberties of Westminster, assem- 
bled iu New Palace yard, the Iltb day of 
April, 1810, by the appointment of 
Arthur Morris, esq. high bailiff, in pur- 
suance of a requisition for that purpose. 

We, the inhabitants householders, elec- 
tors of the city and liberties of West- 
minster, feel most sensibly the indignity 
offered to this city, in the person of our 
beloved representative whose letter to us 
has fallen, under the ceawtre of your bo- 
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nourable house, but which, so far from 
deserving that censure, ought in our o- 
pinion to have led your honourable house 
to reconsider the subject which he had -so 
ably, legally, and cofistilutionally dis- 
cussed. 

We are convinced that no one ought to 
be prosecutor and juror, judire or exe- 
cutioner in his own cause, much less to 
assume, aceu(nulate,and exercise all those 
offices in his ow u person. 

We are also tonvinced, that the refu- 
sal of your honourable house to inquire 
into the conduct of lord Castleieagh and 
Mr. Perceval (then two of his majesty's 
ministers) when distinctly charged with 
the sale of a seat in your honourable 
house, evidence of which was offered at 
the bar by a member of your honourable 
house; and the avowal in your honour- 
able house, '■' that such practices were as 
notorious as the sun at noon day ;" prac- 
tices, at thebaic mention of which the 
speaker of your honourable house de- 
clared, " that our ancestors would have 
Startled with indignation." And the com- 
mittal of Sir Francis Burdett to prison, 
enforced by military power, ate circum- 
stances which render evident the im- 
perious necessity of an immediate refotm 
in the representation of the people. 

We, therefore, most earnestly call lip. 
on your honourable house to testore to us 
our representative, and according to the 
notice he has given, to take the state of 
the representation of the people into 
your serious consideration, a reform in 
which, is, in mr opinion, the only means 
of preserving the country from military 
despotism. 

The resolutions being agreed to, the 
following letter to Sir Francis Burdett, was 
also read and agreed to. 

Sin— We nominated you to be onr re- 
presentative without your knowledge, and 
we elected you without your interference. 
We were confident that you would per- 
form the duties of a representative in par- 
liament with ability and fidelity. In ev- 
ery respect you have not only fulfilled, 
but exceeded our expectations. We de- 
rive the utmost satisfaction from having 
pointed out to the nation the way to be 
fairly represented. Had it been possible 
that our example, could have been followed 
and a proper representation thereby pro- 
duced, the scenes we hare lately witnessed 
would not have disgraced our country. 

We understood the nobleness of your 
mind, and were confident that yon would 
not descend to barter yourtrust for a place 
under government, nor be the partisan or 
leader of those who support or reject mea- 
sures just as they happen to be proposed 
on this or that side of the house. 

We feel the indignity that has been of- 
fered to you, but we are not surprised to 
find, that when every excuse is made for 



public delinquents, that the ntrnost rigour 
is exercised against him~who pleads f or the 
ancient and constitutional rights of the 
peop'le. 

You nobly stept forward in defence of 
a fellow subject unjustly imprisoned, and 
you questioned with great ability and 
knowledge of the laws, the warrant issued 
upon that occasion ; the house of commons 
have answered your argument by breaking 
into yourhanse with a military force, seiz- 
ing your person, and conveying you by a 
large body of troops to the tower. 

Your distinction between privilege and 
power remains unaltered ; the privileges 
of the bouse of commons are for the pro- 
tection, not for the destruction of the 
people. 

We have resolved to remonstrate with 
the house of commons on the outrages 
committed under ther orders, and to call 
upon them to restore you to your seat in 
parliament, which the present state of 
the country renders more than ever neces- 
sary for the furtherance of your and our 
object, a reform of the representation in 
that house. 

While so many members are collected 
together by means "which it is not neces- 
sary for us to describe," we cannot but 
entertain the greatest apprehensions for 
the remainder of our liberties; and the 
employment of a military force against 
one of their own body, is but a sad pre- 
sage of what may be expected by those 
who like you have tjie courage to stand 
forward in defence of the rights of the 
people. 

When we reflect on your generous ex- 
ertions to destroy the honors of secret and 
solitary confinement; to mitigate the se- 
verity of punishment in the army ; to pre- 
vent the cashiering of its officers without 
cause assigned ; to restore lor tiie comfort 
of the worn out soldier, the public pro- 
perty conveyed by a job to a private in- 
dividual; to prevent the extension of the 
barrack system, the obvious effect of 
which is to separate the soldier from the 
citizen; to prevent the introduction of 
foreign troops; to bring to light an a- 
trocious act of tyranny, by which a 
British sailor was le t to perish on a barren 
rock ; and above all, your unremitted ex- 
ertions to obtain a fuil, fair, and free re- 
presentation of the people in parliament ; 
when we reflect on the firmness, thejun- 
shaken constancy which you have invari- 
ably shown " in evil report and good re- 
port," we are eager to express the sei,- 
timentsof gratitude and attachment to 
you, with which we are impressed, and 
we are convinced that those sentiments 
are not only felt by the inhabitants of this 
city, but by every person throughout the 
land whois not interested in the continu- 
ance of public abuses. (Signed, &c,&c.) 



